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Historical Background
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Bangsing Lin (or Bingsing Lin) belonging to the 24 genera-
tion of the Lin Family left his homeland - Longsi, Jhangjhou
sailed across the Taiwan Strait and arrived Taiwan in 1804.
He lived in Siaoli (now Siaoli, Bade City) together with his
cousin, Sanjyu Lin; he subsequently opened a shop in Bakuaicu
and got married to Siniang Huang. Due to a local upheaval in
1809, he moved to Yilan and formed a partnership with someone
to open a store. He moved back to Bakuaicu and made a living
by running a store later on. He had three sons- Cihai, Ciyang
and Chenlai (died of young age)

When Bangsing Lin died of illness resulted from excessive fatigue
in 1837, his firstborn son, Gihai Lin (also known as Dengyun

181571888) was 23 years old. He had no choice but to bear the
burden of earning a livelihood for the entire family and worked
hard without complaint. He moved to Dakekan Lower Street (now
Dasi Heping Road) along with his brother Ciyang Lin (also known
as Buyue, 181971870) and served as a manager for the Benyuan
Lin Family. He enjoyed practicing charity and helping people
in need and made donations to help the reconstruction of Dasi
Jhaiming Temple and Furen Gong

Cihai Lin had a house “Ji-cing-tang” built in Touliao in 1869
and named it Meihe House after the allusion to “mei-ci-he-zih”
(meaning plum-wife-crane-child) regarding the story of Hejing
Lin, a hermit of the Northern Song Dynasty. The inscriptions
“Rong-feng-di” on the tablet above the main entrance door was
awarded upon Lin’ s request to honor the contributions of his
father, Bangsing Lin. The Lin Family has come to the eighth
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About the Architecture
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“Meihe House” and couplets at
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Room holding tablets with
ancestor’s names for the
offspring to offer sacrifices
and displaying tablets showing
offspring’s achievements to
pay honor to the ancestors.
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The plan of Meihe House

The direction and layout of Meihe House was decided in ac—

cordance with fengshuei of Luantou School with Touliao Hill at

its back, Caoling Hill on its right, a vegetable farm and a

pond in the front, and Sinfu Ditch nearby. Facing northwest

the house is surrounded by a bamboo forest with an entrance

structure having a raised-ridge in the front and a stone fence
with a cobble base

The layout of the House consists of two luo and six hulong with
the central part composed of a courtyard house in the shape
of *in the front and a courtyard house in the shape of fat
the back. The main part of the entrance hall is of seven-room
width with guoshuei passages on both sides. There are passages
built in the house and therefore rooms are connected to each
other when the main gate is closed, thereby making it a design
of defence. After you enter the entrance hall, you come to
the patio with corridors having round wooden windows on both
sides thereof. “Ji-cing-tang” where tablets with ancestor’ s
names for the offspring to offer sacrifices are placed is located
in the center of the main part of the main hall and gods are
placed in the hall of the right hulong

As the right hulong of the House is longer than the left hulong
and the outer right hulong, “Jing-yuan-tang” connected with
the fence is longer than the inner right hulong as well, the
layout of the House is asymmetrical. The front part of the
outer left hulong was originally built of earthen bricks but
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Architectural Features
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The cobble base and earthen
bricks coated with whitewash of
the main entrance hall; flat ridge
with some floral decoration left;
round doorknockers with patterns
of eight elements of nature.
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Patio with a floor pavement of
flagstone and corridors with
round windows connecting to
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Geshan with elaborate carving
of arched dragons; decorations
of varied forms and colored
paintings of book forms above
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Guoshuei passages built of flag-
stones inside shenjing; part of
the floor of shenjing paved with
cobbles though covered by moss.
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Installations to strengthen security
after closing the door like the thick
board above mendou, a cavity to
erect door bolt, and fillister to hold
door blocks.
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Needs of defence revealed by the
earthen brick wall of 30cm thick
of the right hulong and a wooden
window with vertical panels of
roughly 20cm thick and window
screens.
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Stone steps carved in the form of
the feet of a counter outside the
entrance hall and a bell-shaped
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By Bus: Take Taoyuan Passenger Bus in Taoyuan or Jhongli to the last stop, Dasi; and change the bus to Fusing,
Baling or Siayuncun and get off at the Caoling Stop. Regular buses are scheduled.

By Car: Take No. (lational Freeway to Dasi Exit and go Yuanlin Road leading to Dasi; take No. Provingial Highway

and go the outer-circle route; cross Kanjin Bridge and take No.  Provincial l#;hway leading to Cihhu and then arrive
at Caoling; turn right when you see the sign of Dadao Museum and finally arrive at Meihe House.

Please note: Meihe House is a private residence. To make a visit to the house, you need to obtain the owner’s
approval.
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